
Activity 1: Report writing on Scotland after the 
First World War 

Task: write a report about life in Scotland after the 
First World War using the information available on the 
web resource.   

Learning intention: To be able to use formal 
language to create a well-structured report based on 
research findings.   

What will I do? 

Read the information provided in each section of the 
site: 

 Demobilisation and commemoration 
 Mainstream politics 
 Other political voices 
 Strike action 
 Work 
 Home and land 
 Identity 

 
Take notes under each heading. Use skimming and scanning skills to select relevant 
information that can be used in your report. You may wish to use the note sheet provided – 
some information has been added for you. (Your teacher may wish to print this on A3 paper 
to give you lots of room to write or you could copy the table into your own notes).  

 
How can I be successful? 
 
Writing a report is a skill that requires you to organise your writing in a particular way. 
Use the information below to help you write your report. 
 
Purpose and audience 

 Remember to choose a target 
audience for your report (e.g. a 
primary aged child) and use 
language that is appropriate for 
that audience.  

 The purpose of this report is to 
inform your audience about what 
life in Scotland was like in the 
wake of the First World War.   

 
Content 

 Decide on subheadings that will 
help you to organise your writing. 

 Group your content according to 
these subheadings. 

 Include relevant charts, images or 
graphs. 

 Remember to include a 
bibliography of all the sources you 
used from the site.  

 
Order/Organisation 

 Organise your subheadings into a 
logical order.   

 Use topic sentences at the start of 
each section. 

 It is often appropriate to use bullet 
points.  

 Make sure any images, graphs or 
charts you want to include are 
inserted under the relevant 
subheading.   

 
Language 

 Most reports should be written in 
3rd person.   

 You should use formal language. 

Did you know? 

Skimming and scanning is the 
name given to a particular set of 
reading skills.  

Skimming – when you read over 
a whole passage quickly getting 
an overview of what it’s about. 

Scanning – when you are on the 
lookout for key facts.  

These are known as LITERACY 
skills.  



 You should avoid personal opinion 
and instead stick to the facts. 

 You should adopt an informative 
tone.   

 
 

Activity 1: Success Criteria for writing a report 
 
Once you have finished writing your report, proof-read it and edit any mistakes then check 
this Success Criteria to ensure you have done everything you can to make it successful.  
 

To be successful I will have: 

 Given my report a title  

 Used subheadings 

 Written an introduction with the purpose of the report clearly stated 

 Included important facts and ideas 

 Used topic sentences to begin new sections  

 Used a logical structure 

 Used an appropriate formal and informative tone 

 Used words and phrases specific to the topic  

 Written a conclusion which evaluates the information discovered 

 Used accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar 

 Used a variety of sentence types 

 Used paragraphs to indicate different sections 

 Used appropriate graphs/charts/images (optional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What skills for life, learning and work have I used/improved? 

 Researching 
 Selecting information 
 Note taking 
 Skimming and scanning 
 Using formal language  
 Using my own words to present information  



Activity 1: Planning your report – notes sheet (copy onto A3) 

Theme What did this mean? Information gathered e.g. facts, 
important dates, people, and 

events.   
Demobilisation 
and 
commemoration

When the war ended huge 
numbers of military had to 
return to Britain and find 
employment.  
National memorials were 
erected to remember those 
who did not return.  

 

Mainstream 
politics 

Many people in the UK got 
their first chance to vote in the 
General Election that was 
called the month after the 
Armistice was declared in 
1918. 
 

 

Other political 
voices 

Beyond mainstream politics, 
other voices across the 
political spectrum made 
themselves heard in the years 
after the First World War. 
 

 

Strike action The period after the First 
World War saw considerable 
labour unrest in the UK, as 
trade unions sought to protect 
working conditions during 
major economic decline. 

 

Work An economic boom in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
First World War was short-
lived, and the early 1920s was 
a difficult time for workers in 
Scotland. 
 

 

Home and land Election promises of 'homes fit 
for heroes' gave soldiers hope 
of improved living conditions 
when they returned home after 
the First World War. 
 

 

Identity The end of the First World War 
gave impetus to a renewed 
sense of Scottish identity. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Activity 2: Creative presentation on life in 
Scotland after the First World War 

Task: work in a small group to creatively present 
information about what life was like in Scotland in the 
aftermath of the First World War. 

Learning intention: to be able to cooperate with 
others to successfully present information to an 
audience.  

What will I do? 

You will work in a team to decide how to present the information you have discovered about 
life in Scotland following the First World War.   

Your presentation should be creative and play to your team’s strengths.  For example - Do 
you have artistic skills?  Are you good at acting?   Do you have the ability to take and edit 
video footage? Decide on your strengths and this will influence the decision you make as a 
team on how to present information to an audience.   

Here are some ideas: 

 Create and deliver a quiz about life in Scotland after the First World War that your 
audience participates in. 

 Pretend you are a news team reporting on a significant event/issue.  Write and deliver 
the news as a radio or television news team would.  

 Create a series of visual posters which detail some of the themes you have explored 
on the site. 

 Create some characters based on real people affected by the aftermath of the First 
World War.  Develop a script and act out a short scene involving your characters in 
front of your audience. 

 Pretend that you are working for a newspaper and you have to create a special 
edition front page.  Include articles based on the information you gather from the site.  

 Pretend that you are interviewing a politician you have learned about on the site.  
Create a series of possible questions and answers and then act out the interview in 
front of your audience. 

 Create a song about what life was like and perform this song for your audience.  
 Pretend that your team is in charge of the advice column in the local newspaper.  

Write at least three different letters asking for advice and the response the newspaper 
would print.   

 Create a video documentary that you can show to your audience.   

Or any other creative idea you can think of. 

  

Did you know? 

Being able to present information 
to a target audience is a highly 
sought after employability skill.   

By completing this task you are 
also developing interpersonal 
skills. 
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Activity 3: Imaginative writing in response to learning about life in Scotland after the 
First World War 

Task: using the information you have learned about from the site, imagine you are a person 
living in Scotland at that time.  Write a personal account of what a day in your life is like.   

Learning intention: to show understanding of how people were affected through 
imaginative writing. 

What will I do? 

In no more than 600 words, use your imagination to write 
from the perspective of a person living at that time.  You will 
use first person narrative to write a detailed account of what 
a day in their life is like.  Consider including detail about the 
person’s family, life, job, friends, thoughts and feelings.   

 

How can I be successful? 

To be successful you will have: 

 Written from the perspective of a person living in 
Scotland during the time after the First World War.  

 Used the information from the site to inform your 
writing.  

 Structured your writing in paragraphs. 
 Made your writing interesting by using varied 

vocabulary and some literary devices (simile, 
metaphor, personification) 

 Written in first person narrative 
 Included information on the person’s life, job, 

family, friends, thoughts and feelings.   
 Proof read your writing to ensure there are no 

spelling, punctuation or grammar errors.   

 

  

Did you know? 

Writers use literary 
devices to make their 
writing interesting.  Some 
commonly used examples 
are: 

Simile – describing 
something by comparing it 
to something else, using 
the words “like” or “as”. 

Metaphor – a comparison 
by saying one this IS 
another. 

Personification – giving a 
non-living thing living 
characteristics. 

Alliteration – repetition of 
sounds at the start of 
words. 

Hyperbole – exaggeration 
to create effect. 

Repetition – repetition of a 
word or phrase uses for 
emphasis.  

Onomatopoeia – when 
the word used sounds like 
the action is describes.  

Word choice – using 
words to describe that 
create a particular effect.  

What skills for learning, life and work have I used? 

 Research  
 Creative writing 
 Written communication 
 Working individually  
 Proof-reading  
 Editing  



Activity 4 – Questions to read and answer 

Learning intentions: To show understanding by being able to use your own words/to be 
able to support answers with evidence from the information read.  

What do I do? 

Either working alone or with a partner/teacher, read the information on the site on the theme 
of “Identity”. 

Once you have read all the information fully, attempt the questions provided.  Write answers 
down in your notes and be ready to share with the group. 

How can I be successful? 

To be successful you should: 

 Read the information fully on your own or with a 
partner/teacher. 

 Look up unfamiliar vocabulary in a dictionary or 
ask for help. 

 Read each question carefully before finding the 
answer in the passage and write it down in your 
notes. 

 Be careful to use your own words when answering 
Find It questions.  

 When answering Prove It questions, quote the 
information which proves the statement is true.   

 Carefully read over all your answers and be 
prepared to share them with the group. 

 

 

 

  

Did you know? 

A Find It question is asking you 
to find the answer in the text and 
answer in your own words.  

A Prove It question is asking you 
to quote something from the 
passage that supports what you 
have said.  

Quote – when you repeat the 
words of the passage in support 
of an idea and you put the words 
inside quotation marks “…” 

What skills for life, learning and work am I using? 

 Working independently/with a partner 
 Selecting information 
 Written communication 
 Giving evidence 
 Sharing ideas 
 Using your own words 



 

Activity 4: Find it, prove it questions 

1. Find it - Read the section ‘About Identity’.  

Explain in your own words what many Scottish artists 

and writers wanted in the time following the end of the 

First World War.   

 

 

2. Prove it – Read the section entitled ‘Synthetic Scots’.  What confession does 

Christopher Grieve make in his letter? 

 

3. Find it – Read the section about the Porpoise Press.  Explain in your own words why 

this publishing company was set up.   

 

4. Prove it – From the same section, who briefly ran the publishing company in the mid-

1920s? 

 

5. Find it – Explain in your own words what Marjory Kennedy Fraser’s letter was about. 

 
 

6. Prove it – What had Florence Marian McNeill served as before the war? 

 

7. Prove it – Who set up The Scots Independent newspaper? 

 
8. Finally, summarise in your own words at least three items of information you learned 

about from the site that you hadn’t known before.   

  



All Activities: Review of task and skills learned – can be copied and used to  

 

Review of Learning 

Answer the following questions in as much detail as possible, reflecting on what 
you have learned life in Scotland after the First World War.   

1. What did I find straightforward about this task? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did I find challenging about this task? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What will I improve for next time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What skills have I used or developed during this task? 


